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30 April 1906 – 4 July 2010
In 1998 Alf Howard stated: ‘I want to know about 
anything that comes in front of me. I suppose 
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makes things tick’.
Alf was aged 92 at that time, and he continued 
being curious until beyond his 104th birthday. He 
died peacefully at Amity-BUPA Nursing Home in 
New Farm on 4 July, 2010.
Alf was born in Camberwell, Victoria, and 
attended Camberwell Primary and Gardiner 
Central Schools before going to University High 
School. He entered The University of Melbourne 
in 1923 on a State Senior Scholarship and 
graduated with a BSc (February 1927) with majors 
at honours level in physics and chemistry and a 
sub-major in mathematics. In February 1928 he 
completed his MSc in industrial chemistry.
Alf was asked to join Douglas Mawson’s 
1929 expedition to Antarctica as chemist and 
hydrologist. After intensive training in hydrology 
at marine institutes in London, Plymouth and Hull 
he boarded the Discovery’ at Cape Town for the 
great southern voyage. The twenty-three year-old 
Alf was the youngest member of the expedition 
After that expedition Alf became a pioneer in 
research pertaining to preserving foods with what 
is now CSIRO. It was during his early days in 
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Elizabeth Anne Beck, whom he married in Sydney 
in 1933. 
During WWII Alf developed dehydrated meat 
and vegetables for Australian service personnel. 
After the war he moved to Brisbane to lead 
CSIRO’s meat research. Alf became interested in 
the reaction of consumers to food products and 
how one measures the ‘acceptability’ of foods. 
Realising this was really a psychological question, 
he completed a BA majoring in Psychology at 
UQ. With both a BA and his MSc (from 1928), 
Professor Donald McElwain facilitated Alf’s 
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entry into a PhD program. For his dissertation 
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tenderness, etc. – which, of course, involved the 
development of appropriate computer programs. 
Alf was awarded a PhD in 1968 for his doctoral 
dissertation, ‘The Measurement of Attributes of 
Eating Quality’.
Following compulsory retirement from CSIRO 
at age 65, and the loss of his wife in 1972, Alf 
continued with his academic interests, one being 
the psychology of verbal communication (or ‘what 
people meant when they spoke’). He completed 
a BA Honours degree in 1980, this time studying 
linguistics.
In the early 1980s, Alf began volunteer work in the 
Department of Human Movement Studies. The 
outcome of that experience was the Department 
gained a computer and statistics ‘whiz-kid’ (albeit 
one in his 70s!).
Alf renewed his association with Antarctica while 
in his 80s: he returned there on the Frontier 
Spirit with Dick Smith’s ‘In the Steps of Mawson 
&YQFEJUJPOnJOUIFOFYUZFBSIFæFXUP
Argentina and embarked for western Antarctica, 
and on his return also visited the Galapagos 
and Easter Island. In 1993 he ventured to 
Commonwealth Bay and the Ross Sea bases. 
Having seen much of Antarctica, in 1994 he went 
to the Arctic Circle.
Alf was truly a Renaissance person; he was 
a genuine lover of the arts, especially opera, 
symphonies, and ballet to which he was a 
dedicated subscriber for decades. Alf never 
owned a television set, preferring to read and 
listen to classical music. 
Alf’s contribution to The University of Queensland, 
and to Human Movement Studies especially, was 
immense and immeasurable. In his honour, a bust 
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in the foyer of the Human Movement Studies 
building, and the Undergraduate Computer 
Laboratory that he substantially funded is named 
after him. 
Alf was awarded an Honorary Degree of Doctor 
of Science from The University of Queensland in 
December 1993 for outstanding contributions 
to the advancement of science and dedicated 
service to The University of Queensland. In 1998 
he was made a Member of the Order of Australia; 
in 2001 he received an Australian Geographic 
Society Award.
Alf wrote in 1998: ‘I’m honoured in a sense that 
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and that I’ve been involved in something that 
helped someone along the way’.
This gentle, quiet, gracious man and scholar is 
greatly missed.  DR IAN JOBLING
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